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‘Behind the Wheel’
Gophers – an emerging road 

safety issue
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Background

• Dec 2005 GSRSCC concerned with growing interface 
between gophers and other transport users

• ‘An accident waiting to happen’???

• Albany - seniors population

• Lack of data – classification as pedestrians

• How many gophers out there?
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Gopher Discussion Paper

• To identify the issues around the use of gophers in      
Albany, Denmark and Katanning

• To prepare a discussion paper, with suggested 
recommendations for GSRSCC
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Target Groups

• Users of gophers (seniors and disabled)

• Seniors health professionals and seniors support    
agencies

• Distributors of seniors products

• General road users
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The Wheels of Life
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Project Actions

• Focus groups held in 2006

• Interviews with distributors

• Questionnaire to general road users

• Final report and recommendations by end 2006
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Forum Findings   - Positives
• Independence and non-reliance on others

• ++ health benefits – outdoors, combine with walking, 

• Reduce social isolation – part of community

• Continued use of driving/road skills

• Cheap and easy to run

‘Benefits far-outweighed the daily safety risks’
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My new scooter
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Forum Findings - Barriers
• Car culture

• Poor pedestrian design – entry/exit points

• Lack of footpaths

• Lack of maintenance of footpaths

• Interface with other road users - poor awareness

• Lack of formal assessment (health professionals)

• Poor design – lack of safety devices

• ‘Bin Days’
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Dual Use Paths in Albany
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Bin Days

• Lack of access

• Poor vision at crossing points

• On major paths into shopping 

precincts/CBD area

“Don’t go shopping on bin days”
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Training/Support

• ‘a quick whip around the car park’

• Users Manual

• Lack of awareness of lead agency

• Second hand sales

• Katanning model – support from HACC
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General Road Users

• General lack of awareness of ‘pedestrian’ status

• 40% - believe they should travel on Left (cyclists)

• >40% believed they undertook test or were unsure

• >40% believed they should be registered or were 
unsure
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Recommendations
• Education/Training – regional gopher workshops, 

gopher get-togethers

• Safe Environments – recommendations sent to LGA’s, 
slower speeds for CBDs, improve public transport 
options

• Awareness Raising – ‘sharing the road’ media 
campaigns.  Link with other user groups (eg cyclists)

• Safer Vehicles – explore standard speed of 10km/h
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What happened?

• Report to all LGA’s in region

• Report to all key agencies/organisations

• Sought funding for ongoing training

• Distribution of info/resources

• Continued to advocate

• Slight increase in media in 2006/2007  (+ and -)

• GUG’s (Gopher Users Group - Albany)
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Albany GUG  

•Support Group

•Established end 2006

•Approx 35-45 gopher users

• Based on BUG’s (cycle advocacy)

•Report maintenance issues
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Run out of petrol??

• Car-centric communities

• Lack of vision from some LGA’s

• Consumer-driven demand

• Lack of funding support for training

• No ‘lead agency’
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Behind the Wheel

Need for lead agency – Seniors, Vulnerable road users

Quality data needed

Broad education – all road users

Structural/environmental changes

$$ incentives to LGA’s
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