FACT SHEET

Quick facts

e Children aged 0-4 years are most
at risk compared to any other age

group.

e Aboriginal people make up
approximately 15% of all burns
cases in WA hospitals but
represent only 3-4% of the
population?.

e About 10% of adult burns are
associated with alcohol or other
drugs?.

Types of burns

Electrical burns are caused by an
electrically generated current.

Things to remember:

e The human body conducts
electricity.

e Know how to disconnect the
power supply and do this before
helping a victim of an electrical
burn.

e Always hire a licensed electrician
for all wiring jobs around the
home.

e Do not use any power cords or
leads that are damaged or frayed.

e Always remove the cord from the
wall by the plastic plug, not by
pulling on the cord.

Burns and scalds occur when skin layers and cells are
destroyed by various methods (chemical, electrical,

thermal and radiation)'.
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e Have an RCD (Residual Current
Device) or safety switch installed?.

Chemical burns are caused by
chemicals such as acids reacting on
the skin.

Things to remember:

e  Secure all chemicals, in and
around your home, in locked
cabinets and out of reach of
children.

* When using chemicals, always
follow directions and safety
precautions.

e Wear safety clothing and eye
protection.

e Avoid mixing chemicals®.

Thermal burns are caused by
an external heat source such as a
fire or hot gas that increases the
temperature of the skin and deep
tissue.

Things to remember:
¢ Do not smoke cigarettes in bed.

e Do not leave fires or candles
burning unattended and ensure
they are put out fully.
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e Turn off heaters before going to
sleep.

e |nstall smoke detectors in the
house and check regularly.
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Information and support

For immediate help:
Ambulance 000, or your local GP.

For further information on first aid
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